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The Electric School Bus Network accelerates
nationwide school bus fleet electrification through
peer-to-peer networking and dialogue-driven forum
meetings for school districts, advocacy organizations,
government organizations, and industry representatives.
The ESB Network provides access to educational tools,
resources, and subject matter experts to help support
the electric school bus fleet transition.

Electric School Bus Network



Welcome to the ESB Network California Forum!

Electric School Bus Network Forums Format:

What? Ongoing meetings to discuss school bus electrification

Who? For school bus operators and industry stakeholders

When? Every other month on the first Wednesday of the month at 11:00 AM PT

Why? Ease the transition of the U.S. school bus fleet to electric

How? Facilitate conversations, provide up-to-date information on the industry

and funding opportunities, and act as an independent, third-party partner to

provide unbiased feedback



ZESBI APPLICATION
INFORMATION SESSION 



• How did you hear about ZESBI?
• Cal Fleet Advisor Program

• Trade Group Organization

• Electric School Bus Network

• Email

• Social Media

• This is the first time I've heard of ZESBI

Poll Question 1



ZESBI Background & Eligibility Overview



The Zero-Emission School Bus and Infrastructure (ZESBI) project pairs zero-emission (ZE) 
school bus vehicle funding offered by the California Air Resources Board (CARB), with 
charging infrastructure funding offered by the California Energy Commission (CEC).

A total of $500 million is appropriated by Senate Bill (SB) 114 for ZESBI for Fiscal Year 
2023-24.

ZESBI Background

ZESBI Project Type Awards

ZE School Bus
• $375 million is allocated to support the replacement 

of old school buses with ZE school buses

Charging 
Infrastructure

• $125 million is allocated to support complementary 
infrastructure and associated costs



Eligibility & Requirements

Eligible applicants*:

• California Public School Districts

• California Public Charter Schools

• California Joint Power 
Authorities (JPAs)

• California County Offices of Education 
(COEs)

Ineligible applicants:

• Private schools are not 
eligible applicants

• Charter schools classified as non-
classroom-based charter schools as of 
FY 2021-22 are not eligible.

• Third-party student transportation 
providers

* Eligible applicants can contract with third-parties to operate the school buses.
* All applicants must serve students within the K-12th grade level.



Applicant Prioritization:

• Tier 1 – Applicants defined as a small or rural school district, or applicants 

whose total enrollment is comprised of at least 80% unduplicated pupils

• Tier 2 – Applicants that serve Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) and/or 

Low-Income Communities (LICs)

• Tier 3 – Eligible applicants with an eligible school bus for replacement

*Applicants within each tier will be ranked based on the timestamp of their complete 
Application Part A submission.

Application Prioritization



Old School Bus Requirements:
• Chassis must be a 2010 model year or older per the DMV Registration Form.

• Must be applicant owned.  The school bus cannot have a lienholder listed on the DMV 
Registration Form.

• Must have a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) greater than 10,000 pounds.

• Must have a current California Highway Patrol Safety Certification (CHP 292 or equivalent) at 
time of Application Part A submission. A non-certified school bus will not be able to continue 
within the application process.

• If the school bus is diesel-fueled and greater than 14,000 pounds GVWR, it must be compliant 
with the California Truck and Bus Regulation in order to receive a full voucher amount.

Infrastructure Requirements:
• 1 ZESBI funded bus : 1 ZESBI funded charger

o Charger requests may reflect up to the total number of ZE school buses requested.

Eligibility & Requirements



ZESBI Application Timelines

First Application Window Second Application Window

Application Part A May 14 - September 30, 2024 October 8 - November 22, 2024

Application Part B Fall 2024 TBD (30-day window)



ZESBI Application Part A 



• ZESBI Application Part A will remain open until November 22,  2024, 
at 5:00 pm Pacific Time.
• Application link can be found at www.californiahvip.org/zesbi.

• Applicant must submit the following:
• A Letter of Intent signed by an authorized representative stating the applicant’s 

intent to purchase ZE school bus(es).

• A current copy of the DMV Registration for each old school bus included in 
Application Part A.

• A current copy of the CHP Safety Certification (CHP 292) for each old school 
bus included in Application Part A.  The old school buses must have a current, 
unexpired, (CHP 292 or equivalent) at time of application submittal.

Application Part A

https://californiahvip.org/zesbi/


• Applicants will be required 
to create an account to 
access the application 
portal.

1. Select "Not a member?" to 
be directed to the 
registration screen.

2.Enter your name and 
primary email and select 
"Sign Up", you will receive a 
link to your email to create a 
password and Log In.

ZESBI Applicant Portal



• Have you applied to ZESBI? 
• Yes

• Currently working on an application

• I'm not eligible

• No, but planning on applying

• No

Poll Question 2



ZESBI Application Part B



• ZESBI Application Part B will open in Fall 2024 (for those who applied on or 
before Sept. 30).
• Application link can be found at www.californiahvip.org/zesbi.

• Applicant must submit the following school bus documents:
• A copy of the current DMV registration with no lienholder listed
• A photograph of the school bus manufacturer’s ID tag(s)
• A photograph of the school bus engine plate
• A photograph of the engine block
• A photograph of the side profile of the bus
• California Truck and Bus Regulation Compliance Self-Certification (Only applicable to diesel-

fueled school bus(es), greater than 14,000 pounds GVWR, to be scrapped, not the entire fleet)
• Clean Truck Check Certificate (Only applicants that own non-gasoline and non-electric 

vehicles (including school buses) with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) more than 14,000 
pounds)

*The above  items must be provided for each approved scrappage vehicle when applicable.

Application Part B

https://californiahvip.org/zesbi/


• Applicants should be prepared to provide the following basic information 
about their planned infrastructure:
• Project site address(es)

• Estimated Quantity and Type of Chargers (e.g., two DCFCs, one L2 charger, one 
bidirectional DCFC).

• Confirmation that you have reached out to and are working with your utility to 
verify they can provide the necessary power at your chosen project site(s). Examples of 
confirmation include the following documentation:

▪ Notice that the project site is being assessed for energy load capacity, or notice that 
you are coordinating with your utility.

▪ Copy of request for new service from your local utility containing ticketed request. 
This may also entail communications with your utility asking for new service.

▪ Proof of participation in available utility make-ready funding.

Application Part B















Learn more at:

californiahvip.org/ZESBI

Questions?

SchoolBusTeam@CALSTART.org

http://californiahvip.org/


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE:
ESB ADVISOR



Cal Fleet Advisor

Industry & Peer Referrals

Personal 
Advisor

Personal 
Advisor

Incentive Guidance

Fleet Transition Planning

Information & Resources

Deployment Optimization

• Offering free technical 
assistance to California fleets 
transitioning to zero-emissions

• For fleets of any size, any stage 
of electrification

• Can assist with finding charger 
options



Infrastructure Considerations

1. Working with your utility
• Double check site capacity, expected installation timelines, and if upgrades are 

needed

2. Interoperability
• ESB networking and software components are not standardized
• Confirm compatibility with OEM and charger provider

3. Charger options
• Managed charging
• Charging as a Service 



Sign up or Learn more at:
www.calfleetadvisor.org/esb

http://www.calfleetadvisor.org/esb


CARB CLEAN TRUCK CHECK
OVERVIEW



Clean Truck Check

1



Clean Truck Check: Overview

• Nearly all on road heavy-duty vehicles with a gross 
vehicle weight rating over 14,000 pounds operating in 
California must comply. 

• This includes all diesel, hybrid, and alternative fuel 
vehicles. 

• Zero-emission and gasoline heavy-duty vehicles are 
exempt. 

2



Example Regulated Vehicles

Don’t let the name fool you—Clean Truck Check 

applies to more than just trucks. Regulated 

vehicles include:

• School buses

• Cargo vans 

• Trucks

• Agricultural vehicles

• Transit Buses 

• Tow trucks

• Personal vehicles

3



4

Clean Truck Check:
How to Comply

1. Register & report vehicles in CTC-VIS

2. Pay the annual compliance fee per 

vehicle 

3. Submit passing emissions compliance 

tests



Reporting in CTC-VIS
• Vehicle owners are required to report via the Clean Truck Check, 

Vehicle Inspection System (CTC-VIS) at 
https://cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov/

• Create an account in the CTC-VIS database

• Enter fleet and vehicle info

• Pay required annual compliance fees

• Vehicle compliance requirements can be checked on CTC-VIS

• CTC-VIS will send out a monthly summary email notification for the 

fleet/vehicles’ that have upcoming deadlines in the next 90 days 

5



Reporting in CTC-VIS

6



Annual Compliance Fee

• Pay the annual compliance fee for each vehicle via 

CTC-VIS 

• Current annual fee will be adjusted with California 

Consumer Price Index (CCPI)

• Payments via credit card, debit card, or e-check

• Paper checks will not be accepted

• Batch payment option available

7



Emissions Compliance Testing:
 Semi-Annual

Applies to most vehicles
• 1st Deadline: DMV 

registration due date
• 2nd Deadline: 6 months 

from the DMV 
registration due date

• DMV exempt plated 
vehicles’ compliance 
deadlines are based on 
the last number of the 
vehicle’s vehicle 
identification number 
(VIN)

• Compliance tests can be 
submitted no sooner than 
90 days prior to a 
deadline

8



Compliance Test Methods

• OBD vehicles
• ≥2013 MY diesel or diesel hybrid engines

• ≥2018 MY alternative fuel or hybrid 
alternative fuel engines

• Non-OBD vehicles
• Opacity test 

• Vehicle emissions control equipment 
• Visual and functional inspection

• Only visual inspection for alternative fuel 
vehicles

9



OBD Testing Devices

• Only CARB-approved OBD test devices can be used for 
Clean Truck Check compliance tests

• CARB-approved OBD test devices are posted on the 
Clean Truck Check website

10



CTC Credentialed Testers 
• Only credentialed testers can submit compliance tests

• For-hire credentialed testers are listed on the CARB website

• Anyone can become a credentialed tester by completing the no-

cost training course and exam

• Credentialed testers must also create a tester account in CTC-

VIS

• No certification required for telematics service using CARB-

verified OBD device



CTC Credentialed Testers 

12



Compliance Certificates

• Your compliance certificate for compliant fleets or 
individual vehicles will be available to download in your 
CTC-VIS account

• Your compliance certificate will be available for you 
after your payment has been processed.

• 1-2 business days for Credit and Debit card payments

• Up to 7 business days for eChecks. 

• Refer to the online user guide for step-by-step 
instructions

13



Clean Truck Check (HD I/M) Resources

• Homepage: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/heavy-duty-inspection-and-
maintenance-program

• CARB approved OBD devices: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/inspection-
and-maintenance-program/obd-test-devices

• List of smoke meter manufacturers: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/heavy-
duty-diesel-inspection-periodic-smoke-inspection-program/smoke-meter

• CARB-Credentialed Tester Training Registration Form: 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/user/quiz/register

• For Hire Credentialed Testers Page: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-
work/programs/inspection-and-maintenance-program/credentialed-hd-im-tester-public-list

• CTC-VIS: https://cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov/

• CTC-VIS Online User Guide: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/clean-truck-check-vehicle-inspection-
system-ctc-vis-online-user-guide

• Questions?  Contact HDIM@arb.ca.gov 

14



Please raise your hand or type your

questions for our speakers in the chat!

Any Questions?



Forum recap email | Friday, November 8

Recording of the meeting

Copy of the slide deck

ESB Network Newsletter | Tuesday, November 12

The January California Forum is canceled! 

Mark your calendars for the next California Forum:

Wednesday, March 5, 2025, from 11:00 AM–12:00

PM PST

Please email schoolbusteam@calstart.org with questions

Save the Date!

Image Source: Sourcewell
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